
Parent Council 

 Meeting 20th March 2019 
Minutes 

Forrester High School 

 
Present; Hugh Brown (Chair), Carol Swan (Secretary), Emma 

Spence(Treasurer), Stephen Rafferty,  Jackie Barn, Cllr Brown , Gillian 
Murray, , Bill Buchanan, Douglas Tully, Hilary Brown, Amanda Walter, 
Lorraine Kneebone, Angela Watson 

1.Welcome. Meeting commenced at 7pm. Hugh welcomed everyone. 

2. Apologies – Marianne Sandison, Sarah Montgomery 

3. Minutes of Previous Meeting; Agreed. 

4. Matters Arising.  

Hugh discussed the new signage – All agreed excellent job had been done with 
school branding. 

5. Tutor Time 

Head Teacher explained the background of tutor time. Having consulted widely with 
staff and students, it seems that the intended benefits of tutor time were not being 
realised. Head Teacher proposed to implement daily morning tutor which would 
support H&W, more regular contact with key adult and enable a programme of 
assemblies to be put in place. Currently, there is little scope for assemblies without 
students out of timetabled classes which has a resultant adverse impact on 
attainment. 

The introduction to Daily Tutor would require some changes to the school week. 
These are outlined below: 

 

Periods Mon - Thursday  Periods Friday 

     

Morning Tutor 8.30 – 8.40  Morning Tutor 8.30 – 8.40 

Period 1 8.40 – 9.40  Period 1 8.40 – 9.35 

Period 2 9.40 – 10.40  Period 2 9.35 – 10.30 



                              
Break 

 

10.40 – 10.55   

  

Break 

 

10.30 – 10.45 

Period 3 10.55 – 11.55  Period 3 10.45 – 11.40 

Period 4 11.55 – 12.50  Period 4 11.40 – 12.35 

                                
Lunch 

 

12.50 – 1.35 

   

Period 5 1.35 – 2.30    

Period 6 2.30 – 3.25    

 

6. Update on new homework system 

Despite this being on the agenda for some time no update was available.  School 
had had a limited response for requests for updates on this.  Problems being 
considered by Council/Scottish Government.  Some frustration at other local 
authorities being able to have this system in place – so why can’t Edinburgh.  Agreed 
to email Education Department and Cllr Brown with a request for information and 
clarification on a way forward. Hugh to Action 

7 Correspondence 

Hugh informed group of the following correspondence he had received; 

Parental engagement session being held on the 20/3/19 by Connect had been 
cancelled due to low numbers. 

An email had been received from Fairtrade asking for participation in their various 
initiatives 

School Dates – concern over future term dates.  Cllr Brown informed group that it 
has been raised at Education Committee and was being looked at. 

 

8   Head Teachers Update 

Mr Rafferty expressed concern regarding staffing levels and explained to group of 
the demands on the management teams time regarding having to cover classes. 

Obviously, this is a great cause for concern and was discussed by all.  Quality of 
teaching, disruption to pupils and management team not being able to do their jobs 
was discussed. 

Mr Rafferty went through events and visits that had been happening.  He also 
informed group that S6 pupil had won a Science Scholarship to Toronto, Cllr Burns 
said he would submit this information to the Council for a congratulations motion to 
be raised at next full council meeting. 



 

8 Work Stream Updates 

 

P7 Workstreams 

Jackie gave update – P7 parents information leaflet had been submitted to Karen 
Scott for distribution to feeder primaries.  Was unclear if this had been actioned yet. 
Hugh thanked Jackie for her efforts. 

 

CEC West Edinburgh School Review 

No update available in Marianne’s absence but no information had been received 
about the review.  Mr Rafferty said that the projected school roll for the new school 
year was 739 up by 32 pupils 

Funding Awards 

Agreed spend was £1400 and applications were to go to Carol by the closing date of 
the 8th May.  Douglas was to email school to inform them. 

School Website 
 
No progress to report to date. 
 
Parental Involvement Strategy 
 
Head Teacher suggested a discussion with Lorrain as the new parental engagement 
strategy had been released by council. 
 
9. Accounts/Financial 
 
Emma reported that the bank balance was £1603.33. 
 
 
10 AOB 
 
Carol asked for details on Easter School arrangements – school will have this 
information shortly and will be on website. 
 
Hugh asked for someone to attend the next locality meeting on the 2nd May at 
Broughton school as he was not available.  Lorraine to attend. 
 
9 Date of Next Meeting 
 
 14 May  
11 June (AGM) 
Carol to email reminder to school a few days before meeting to advertise event. 


